


























NUMBER LXXV. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuurspay, Sune the 6th, 1754. 





aR) HAVE hinted more than once in 





ee he the courfe of thef hat th 
A AY e courle o ele papers, that the 

, Sarde prefent age, notwithftanding the vi- 
est: ; ces and follies with which it abounds, 






Vy: has the happinefs of ftanding as high 
Z’S€9 in my opinion as any age whatfo- 
ever. But it has always been the fafhion to believe, 
that from the beginning of the world to the prefent 
day, men have been encreafing in wickednefs: and 
Dif though 
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though we have the bible to turn to, which gives us 
the hiftory of mankind before the flood, and of the 
Jews after it, we have ftill the humility to retain this 
opinion, and to lament the amazing degeneracy of the 
prefent times: But the eye of a philofopher can pene- 
trate into this falfe humility, and difcover it to be mere 
peevifhnefs and difcontent. The prefent times, like 
our wives and our other poffeffions, are ouR own, and 


therefore we have no relifh of them. 


Many of my readers may poffibly object to thefe en- 
comiums on the times, imagining they may tend to 
amake men fatisfied with what they are, inftead of 
inciting them to become what they ought to be. But 
it was always my opinion (and I believe it to be 
wuniverfally true} that men are more likely to be 
PRAISED into virtue, than to be RAILED out of vice. 
It is a maxim in everybody’s mouth, that reputation 
once loft, is never to be recovered. He therefore to 
whom you give an ill name, will have little or no en- 
couragement to endeavour at a good one, as knowing 
that if a character of infamy is once fixed, no change 
of behaviour can have power to redeem it. On the 
contrary, the man to whom you give a good namé, 
though he fhould have merited a bad one, will find in 
his commerce with the world the advantages of fuch 
a name, and from conviction of thofe advantages, will 
be fo folicitous to deferve it, as to become in reality the 
good man you have called him. People may reafon 
away the merit of fuch a perfon'’s behaviour if they 
pleafe, by afcribing it folely to felf-love ; they may add 
too, if they chufe (and they have my hearty leave) that 
all virtue whatfoever has it’s fource in that paffion: if 


this 
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this be true (though the revealers of fuch truths can- 
not be complimented on their intention to promote vir- 
tue) can there be a ftronger argument for goodnefs, 
than that it is neceflary to our happinefs? It is faid of 
that fagacious infect, the bee, that he extracts honey 
from poifon: and a mind, rightly turned, may draw 
inftruction even from thefe gentlemen. But to return 
to my fubject. 


Ir people, when they are railing againft the prefent 
times, inftead of afferting in the grofs that they are 
more wicked than the paft, would content themfelves 
with pointing out what are really the vices that have 
gathered head amongft us ; if, for inftance, they were 
to fay that luxury and gaming are at prefent at 
a much higher pitch than formerly, I fhould be far 
from contradicting them. Thefe are indeed the vices 
of the times: but for the firft of them, I am afraid we 
mutt content ourfelves with complaints, inftead of offe- 
ring at a remedy: for as luxury is always owing to too 
much wealth, Providence in it’s wifdom has fo ordered 
it, that in due courfe of time it will deftroy itfelf. The 
cure therefore of luxury is poverty; a remedy, which 
though we do not care to prefcribe to ourfelves, we are 
preparing at great pains and expence for thofe that are 
to come after us. Of gaming I fhall only obferve, that, 
like luxury, it will in time work out it’s own cure; and 
at the rate it goes on at prefent, one fhould imagine 
that it cannot laft long. 


I know but of one evil more that feems to have ga- 
thered any degree of ftrength in thefe times, and that 


is corruption: for as to extravagance and a love of plea- 


fure, I include them in the article of luxury. And per- 


haps 
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haps the evil of corruption, as it is now practiced, may 
admit of palliation: for though it has been afferted by 
certain writers upon ethics, that it is unlawful to do 
evil that good may enfue, yet fomething may be faid in 
favour of a candidate for a feat in parliament, who if he 
fhould be tempted to commit the fmall evil of bribing a 
borough or a few particulars inacounty, it is, no doubt, 
in order to effect fo great a good as the prefervation of 
the liberty, the property, the happinefs, the virtue, and 


the religion of a whole nation. 


As to all other vices, I believe they will be found to 
exift amongft us pretty much in the fame degree as 
heretofore, forms only changing. Our grandfathers 
ufed to get drunk with ftrong beer and port; we get 
drunk with claret and champagne. They would lie 
abominably to conceal their wenching; we lie as abo- 
minably in boafting of ours. They ftole flyly in at the 
back-door of a bagnio; we march in boldly at the fore- 
door, and immediately fteal out flyly at the back-door. 
Our mothers were prudes ; their daughters are coquetts- 
The firft dreffed like modeft women, and perhaps were 
wantons; the laft drefs like women of the town, and 
perhaps are virtuous. Thofe treated without hanging 
out afign; thefe hang out the fign without intending to 
reat. To be ftill more particular, the abufe of power, 
the views of patriots, the flattery of dependants, and 
the promifes of great men, are I believe pretty much 
the fame now as in former ages. Vices that we have 
no relifh for, we part with for thofe we like; giving up 
avarice for prodigality, hypocrify for profligacy, and 
Jewdnefs for play. 


Bur 
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Bur as I have inftanced in this: effiry :the particular 
vices of ‘the times, it would be dom then injutlice) if I 
neglected to obferve, that humanity, charity ‘and: the 
civilities of life never abounded fo much as:mow.. I 
mutt alfo repeat, what has already ‘been taken notice of 
in thefe papers, that- our virtues réceive a luftre, and 
our vices a foftening, by manners and decorum. 
Turre isa folly, indeed (for I will not call it a vice) 
with which the ladies of this age are particularly charged: 
it is, that not only their airs and their drefs, but even 
their faces are French, I with with all my heart that I 
could preferve my integrity, and vindicate my fair coun- 
try women from this imputation: but Iam forry to fay 
it, what by travelling abroad, and by French milleners, 
mantua-makers and hair-cutters at home, our politeft 
affemblies feem to be filled with foreigners. But how 
will it aftonith many of my readers to be told, that 
while they are extolling the days of’ good queen Bess, 
they are complimenting that very reign in which thefe 
fafhions were originally introduced!. But becaufe in a 
matter of fo much confequence no man’s bare word 
fhould be taken, I fhall make good my affertion by 
publithing an authentic letter, written by that fubtil 
minifter Sir William Cecil (afterwards lord Burleigh) 
to Sir Henry Norris, queen Elizabeth’s ambaflador at 
the court of France. This letter was originally printed 
in the year fixteen hundred aud fixty three among a 
colleGtion of ftate- letters called Scrinia Ceciliana, or 


Myfteries of Government, and is as follows. 


< §1R, . 
‘© THE queen’s majefty would fain havea taylor that 
« had fkill to make her apparel both after the French 
“« and 
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«* and Italian manner: and fhe thinketh that you might 
* ufe fome means to obtain fome one fuch there as 
« ferveth that queen, without mentioning any manner 
“ of requeft in the queen’s majefty’s name. Firft to 
«* caufe my lady your wife to ufe fome fuch means to 
“ get one, as thereof knowledge might not come to 
‘“‘ the queen mother’s ears, of whom the queen’s ma- 
« jefty thinketh thus ; that if fhe did underftand that it 
“ were a matter wherein her majefty might be pleafured, 
«© fhe would offer to fend one to the queen’s majefty : 
‘“* neverthelefs if it cannot be fo obtained by this indirect 
«* means, then her majefty would have you devife fome 
<¢ other good means to obtain one that were fkillful. 


“ Yours in all truth, 


“« W. CEcIL.” 


I sHALL only obferve upon this letter (which I con- 
fefs to be a mafter-piece for fubtilty and contrivance) 
that if by the introduction and increafe of French fafhions, 
our religion and government are alfo in time to be 
French (which many worthy patriots and elderly gen- 
tlewomen are:in dreadful apprehenfion of ) we ought no 
doubt to throw off all regard to the memory of queen 
Elizabeth, and to lament that her minifter was not im- 
peached of high treafon, for advifing and encouraging fo 
pernicious an attempt againft that Magna Charta of 
drefs, the old Englifh Rurr and FarpinGAte. 
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